CHAPTER II

Early Life and Career

Mm QAMRU'D-DIN was born on 11th August 1671 (14th Rabi'
11, 1082 H.)5 the first year of his parents' wedlock. The
Emperor Aurangzib gave the child the name of Mir Qamru'd-
Din. History is silent as to his birthplace. Most probably he
was born at Agra, the Imperial capital, where his father lived
for some time after his arrival in India. We know on good
authority that Ghaziu'd-Din Khan Firuz Jang came to India
in 1669 and was introduced at the Court by the friends of
Qilich Khan, his father, who was at that time the Subedar
of Ajmer. The Emperor, it appears, took a fancy to the
young man from Turkistan, and showed his favour by getting
him married to Sa'dullah Khan's daughter. The chronogram
of the first-fruit of this union was discovered in the words
'nlk bakht' (man of destiny).

At the tender age of six, Mir Qamru'd-Din came to the
Court with his father and was awarded a mansab. The Empe-
ror, on seeing him, predicted his future greatness. Asad Khan
Jumdatu'1-Mulk, Chief Minister of Aurangzib, used to say to
Firuz Jang: "The star of destiny shines on the forehead of
your son."1

Mir Qamru'd-Din, as a young man, used to accompany his
father on his military expeditions. After the return of Firuz
Jang from the expedition of Poona and Supa in 1683-84
(1095 H.) he received the rank of 400 zat, 100 horse,
when he was thirteen years old. Mir Qamru'd-Din distin-
guished himself in that expedition. After this he joined his
father when the latter was going to start his campaign against
the Raigarh fortress. In recognition of his services Mir Qam-
ru'd-Din obtained a sword and a robe of honour. After his
return to the Court he was honoured with an elephant and was
charged to carry a sword and a robe of honour to his father.
Next year, when Firuz Jang came to wait on the Emperor,
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